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Custom controls for Microsoft Visual Basic:
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ALLText™ 
WYSIWYG Text control - Support for HyperText Hotspots, embedded OLE and Images.  Options include RTF and/or HTML support, Tables, Independently write protected phrases.
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TList ™
Enhanced List / Tree/ Grid control - . Every item has independent formatting, columns, hidden items.  TList supports Search, Sort, File I/O and more. TList is FAST.
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MetDraw™
Container for scrollable forms with background transparency, gradient fill, or images.
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Rulers™
Simple to use vertical and horizontal Ruler control
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FileIcon ™
Icon Extract, Display & Launch control for Visual Basic.
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PicScroll ™
Scrollable, Zoomable, DropFile Aware Picture Box control for Visual Basic.
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VBX Artist ™
Pixel base Image Editing Control For Visual Basic. With PicScroll and VBX Artist, creating a painting program is a snap with just a few lines of code.
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Global ™
Interapplication variable sharing for Windows
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ScatterPlot3d ™
Three-D Scatter Plot control for Visual Basic
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BT Help Animator ™
Seamlessly embed Visual Basic forms and controls into WinHelp.

Custom software development services 

VBX/OCX/DLL design and/or Customization

Complete Windows application Development

Custom WEB browsers

Past projects include:

· Electronic Mail, Electronic Exams,

· Database Design,  CAD, Games, 

· WEB browsers, Chat Systems, Trading Room systems,

· Pen based word processors, MultiMedia.

Technology Licensing

Bennet-Tec has unique technology available for licensing in areas of:

Internet / HTML/ Chat

Embedded Word Processing - for any Windows application;

Pen based software;

Forms processing;

Document and image annotation.

Our aim is to make you look sharp!
TBack 
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TBack Features

TBack/Standard Edition is a very simple to use frame control you can place on a form to provide enhanced support for background display behind the child controls.   It's great for Multi-Media projects - adding interesting graphic effects with minimal effort.    With TBack you can add a Gradient Background, a Bitmap Background or even offer a Transparent Background.

An enhanced edition, TBack/Pro, is also avialable and adds support for scrolling child controls -This allows you to increasing both the number and size of controls that can be placed on a form.  Scrolling in TBack/Pro edition can be accomplished under programmatic control, or by the end-user dragging scrollbars, or by changing the focus between child controls. 

License Notes

TBack/Standard Edition is a FREE control.    There are no development or distribution costs.  The only requirement is that applications using the TBack.OCX must identify the use of TBack in the about box and/or help file, and that developers notify Bennet-Tec of applications built with TBack.   An example of the about box listing is as follows.

           "This application was built using TBack.OCX 

            by Bennet-Tec Information Systems, Inc, www.Bennet-Tec.Com"

Technical Support
The Standard edition of TBack is provided without any formal guarentees of technical support - This is a FreeWare product.   It has been thoroughly tested but Bennet-Tec can not afford to guarentee technical support on free products.    

If you have any problems please do e-mail us at Support@Bennet-Tec.com, and include the exact file name (TBACK.OCX) version number (for example 1.0.14) and detailed information.    We will generally try to assist you and we are definitely interested in ensuring the control's reliability - just please understand that support of this product will not be the same as for our standard products.
Distribution Notes

Application Distribution: To distribute TBack based applications include the following files in your insallation kit (generally place these files in the end-user's PC in the Windows\System or Windows\System32 directory).  

Files

Description



TBack.OCX



32-bit TBack ActiveX Control

MFC42.DLL
Support DLL (Microsoft Foundation Class DLL)



MSVCRT.DLL

Support DLL (Microsoft Visual C++ Run-time Library DLL)

OLEAUT32.DLL
Support for OLE Automation



OLEPRO32.DLL
Note that OlePro32 and OleAut32 are codependent and must be of versions compatible with one another

License Reminder:   

When you create and distribute applications using the TBack control, you should notify Bennet-Tec of the application name and contact point.  Applications may not be distributed until the developers Bennet-Tec has been informed of the application name.

Starting Up TBack

To install TList in your system, just copy the OCX file to your Windows\System directory and run REGSVR32 utility to register the control with Windows.

         REGSVR32   C:\Windows\TBack.OCX

To add TBack to your Visual Basic toolbox, simply go to the VB Projects menu - select Components.  In the dialog box that appears place a check mark next to "Bennet-Tec TBack Control" and click the OK button.

After adding the TBack control to the toolbox, place TBack on a form.  

Once TBack is on the form, its width and height properties can be set through the usual methods i.e. by dragging the sizing handles or entering values for these two properties in the Properties window.  Alternatively, if it is desirable for TBack to occupy the entire form then change the Autosize property of TBack from its default value of TBAUTOSIZE_NONE or 0 to TBAUTOSIZE_CONTAINER or 1.  

The BorderStyle property of TBack can also be set at this time.  The default value of this property is 0 for no border.  If a border is desired, change this setting to 1 for a fixed single line border.
Adding Controls to TBack


Adding Controls to TBack at Design Time
You must have the TBack control on a form before you can add any controls to it.  Follow the steps below to add a control to TBack

1. Click on a control in the toolbox

2. Click on the TBack control to set TBack as the desired container

3. Drag the mouse within TBack to create the control with the correct size.

Do not simply double click on the toolbox to add a control to TBack.   This method may result in adding the control to the form instead of placing it as a child control within TBack.  

Enhancing the Appearance of TBack


Setting the Background Properties of TBack

Setting a Solid or Gradient Background

The most basic method of enhancing the background appearance of TBack is to color it by setting the BackColor property.  

In order to create a more interesting effect, TBack has a GradientStyle property that allows the background to gradually change from one shade of color to another.  The default setting for this property is TLGRADIENT_NONE or a value of 0.  This creates a background with only a single shade of color.  In order to see a background that changes from one shade of color to another, the GradientStyle property must be set to one of the following properties:

     Setting



Value

Description
     TLGRADIENT_LEFT_TO_RIGHT
   1

Color shade changes from left to right

     TLGRADIENT_TOP_TO_BOTTOM
   2

Color shade changes from top to bottom

       TLGRADIENT_CENTER_HORZ
   3
Color shading changes on either side of a vertical band

     TLGRADIENT_CENTER_VERT
   4
Color shading changes on top and bottom of a central horizontal band

The range of colors for the gradient may be specified with GradientColorFrom and GradientColorTo.
Setting a Transparent Background

Instead of giving TBack a colored background, it may be desirable to give TBack a transparent background.  The TransparentBackground property of TBack can be set to either True or False.  It is False by default.  

When in Transparent mode - any Windowless controls or images from TBack will show through the frame.   Windowless images and controls include: the Picture property of a form, the Image Controls, the Label control, the Shape, and the Line control.   

When using TBack with a transparent background, be sure to call the UpdateBackground property if the picture on the form underneath TBack (or other underlying controls) changes.  This will refresh the TBack display.

Adding a Picture to TBack

TBack supports display of a background image drawn over it's solid, transparent or gradient background.  This picture may be Tiled, Stretched, or simply aligned within the TBack control.

A picture can be added to TBack at design time by setting its picture property to one of the five types of graphics files: Bitmaps (BMP or RLE), Icons (ICO), Metafiles (WMF) , GIF (GIF) and JPEG (JPEG) files.  A picture can be added to TBack at runtime using the Visual Basic LoadPicture method or with an assignment statement that sets the Picture property of TBack equal to the contents of another graphics container as shown.



TBack.Picture = Picture1.Picture

The picture that is loaded into TBack maintains its original size.  However, its size and alignment with respect to the borders of TBack can be changed through the BackPictureAlignment Property.  The alignments that can be chosen from include the following:


Left-Top


Left-Middle


Left-Bottom


Right-Top


Right-Middle


Right-Bottom


Center-Top


Center-Middle


Center-Bottom 

The other three settings for this property allow the picture to either stretched across the whole control, tiled across the whole control or made invisible.  

Creating Interesting Effects with TBack Pictures
Adding a picture to a TBack control with a gradient colored background makes a visually appealing display.  Another way to create an interesting graphic effect is to have a picture on TBack, with a transparent background placed on a form that also has a picture.  This will cause the TBack picture to appear in the foreground and the form picture to appear in the background.   Just remember that when you have a TBack with a transparent background, you must use the UpdateBackground method to refresh the display behind TBack when anything behind TBack is changed.

(About) Property XE About Property
Description
Displays manufacturer, product and copyright information.
Remarks

The About dialog box is displayed by clicking the ellipses button (…) for the (About) property on the TBack properties window.  This property is available only at design time through the properties window.

(Custom) Property XE Custom Property
Description
Displays the custom properties dialog box for the control.
Remarks
The custom properties dialog box is displayed by clicking the ellipses button (…) for the (Custom) property on the properties window.  This property is available only at design time through the properties window.

Appearance Property XE Appearance Property
Description
Returns or sets the paint style of TBack on an MDIForm or Form object at run time. Read-only at run time.

Syntax
object . Appearance  [ = enum% ]

The Appearance property has these parts:

Part

Description
Object
An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


enum%
A numeric expression specifying one of the Appearance Constants.

Settings

The settings for enum% are:

Setting
Description
0

(Default) Flat. Paints TBack without visual effects.

1 3D. Paints TBack with three-dimensional effects.
Remarks

If set to 1 at design time, the Appearance property draws controls with three-dimensional effects. 

AutoSize Property XE AutoSize Property
Description
Specifies whether TBack automatically resizes itself to fill it's container.

Syntax
object . AutoSize  [ = enum% ]

The AutoSize property has these parts:

Part

Description
Object
An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


enum%
A numeric expression specifying one of the EAutoSize Constants.
Settings

The settings for enum% are:

Setting



Description
TBAUTOSIZE_NONE        

(0)-(Default) Ignore the size of the container.

TBAUTOSIZE_CONTAINER 
(1) Resize TBack to fill it's container.
BackColor Property XE BackColor Property
Description
Returns or sets the background color of the control when the background is NOT Transparent or filled with a Gradient.

Syntax
object .BackColor [ = nColor ]

The BackColor property has these parts:

Part

Description
Object
An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


nColor
A value or constant that determines the background color of an object.
Settings

The settings for nColor are:

Setting

 Description
Normal RGB Colors 
Colors specified by using the Color palette or by using the RGB or QBColor functions in code.

System default colors
Colors specified by system color constants listed in the Visual Basic (VB) object library in the Object Browser. The Windows operating environment substitutes the user's choices as specified in the Control Panel settings.
BackPictureAligment Property XE BorderStyle Property
Description
The BackPictureAlignment property specifies how the picture will be displayed.

Syntax
object . BackPictureAlignment [ = enum% ]

The BackPictureAlignment property has these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


enum%
A numeric expression specifying one of the EBackPicAlignment Constants.
Settings

The settings for enum% are:

Setting





Description
TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_LEFT_TOP

0
Image is left/top aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_LEFT_MIDDLE
1
Image is left/middle aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_LEFT_BOTTOM
2
Image is left/bottom aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_RIGHT_TOP

3
Image is right/top aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_RIGHT_MIDDLE
4
Image is right/middle aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_RIGHT_BOTTOM
5
Image is right/bottom aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_CENTER_TOP
6
Image is center/top aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_CENTER_MIDDLE
7
Image is center/middle aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_CENTER_BOTTOM
8
Image is center/bottom aligned.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_STRETCH

9
Image is stretched to fit image area.

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_TILE


10
Image is tiled in the image area. 

TLBACKPICTUREALIGNMENT_NOT_VISIBLE
11
Image is not visible in image area. 

See Also

 Picture property
BorderStyle Property XE BorderStyle Property
Description
Returns or sets border style of the TBack box. 

Syntax
object . BorderStyle [ = enum% ]

The BorderStyle property has these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


enum%
A numeric expression specifying one of the border style constants.
Settings

The settings for enum% are:

Setting



Description
   0




No border

   1




Fixed single border

See Also

      Appearance property

GradientColorFrom, GradientColorTo, and GradientStyle  Properties XE GradientColorFrom Property

 XE GradientColorTo Property

 XE GradientStyle Property
Description
These properties specify the painting of gradually changing colors (a gradient) on the the TBack background.

Syntax
object . GradientColorFrom [ = color&]

object . GradientColorTo [ = color&]

object . GradientStyle [ = enum%]

The GradientColorFrom and GradientColorTo properties have these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


color&
A value or constant that determines the color.

The GradientStyle property has these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


enum%
A numeric expression specifying one of the EGradientStyle Constants.

Settings

The settings for enum% are:

Setting
Description
TLGRADIENT_NONE
0
Default: Doesn’t paint gradient background.

TLGRADIENT_FROM_LEFT_TO_RIGHT
1
Colors are gradually changing from the left to right.

TLGRADIENT_FROM_TOP_TO_BOTTOM
2
Colors are gradually changing from top to bottom.

TLGRADIENT_HORIZONTAL_CENTER
3
Colors are gradually changing from the center in horizontal direction.

TLGRADIENT_VERTICAL_CENTER
4
Colors are gradually changing from the center in the vertical direction.
Picture Property XE Picture Property
Description
Returns or sets background picture of controls. 

Syntax
 See Visual Basic help

Syntax
The Background Picture may be displayed Above a Transparent or Gradient Background.

The alignment or tiling of the background picture in the control is specified by the BackPictureAlignment property
See Also

 BackPictureAligment property

TransparentBackground Property XE TransparentBackground Property
Description
Setting the TransparentBackground property determines whether the TBack background is transparent.

Syntax
object . TransparentBackground [ = bool% ]

The TransparentBackground property has these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


bool%

A expression specifying true or false.

Remarks
When in Transparent mode - any Windowless controls or images from TBack will show through the frame.   Windowless images and controls include: the Picture property of a form, the Image control, the Label control, the Shape, and the Line control.   

When using TBack with a transparent background, be sure to call the UpdateBackground property if the picture on the form underneath TBack (or other underlying controls) changes.  This will refresh the TBack display.

See Also

 Picture property, BackColor, GradientStyle

Version Property XE VersionProperty
Description
A read only property which returns the version number of the TBack control currently loaded into memory.

Remarks
The Version property is displayed by in the TBack Property window.  This property is only available at design time.

UpdateBackground Method XE UpdateBackground Method

 XE Transparent Background Property
Description
Call this method to refresh the control after the picture behind a TBack control with a transparent background has been changed.

Syntax
object . UpdateBackground
The UpdateBackground property has these parts:

Part

Description
object

An object expression that evaluates to a TBack control.


See Also

 TransparentBackground property
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